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education in friendship, co-operation, and
freedom. In the eighteen-eighties a good
deal of old-fashioned shabbiness and jollity
lingered about Harvard. Boston and Cam-
bridge in those days resembled in some ways
the London of Dickens : the same dismal
wealth, the same speechifying, the same
anxious respectability, the same sordid back
streets, with their air of shiftlessness and
decay, the same odd figures and loud humour,
and, to add a touch of horror, the monstrous
suspicion that some of the inhabitants might
be secretly wicked. Life, for the under-
graduates, was full of droll incidents and
broad farce ; it drifted good-naturedly from
one commonplace thing to another. Stand-
ing packed in the tinkling horse-car, their
coat-collars above their ears and their feet
deep in the winter straw, they jogged in a
Long half-hour to Boston, there to enjoy the
delights of female society, the theatre, or a
good dinner. And in the summer days, for
Class Day and Commencement, feminine and
elderly Boston would return the visit, led by
bhe governor of Massachusetts in his hired
carriage-and-four, and by the local orators
and poets, brimming with jokes and con-